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The Intellectual Influences on Contemporary Doubts About
the Prophetic Sunnah: Analytical Study
Hany Fawzy Mohamed Abdel Baky
Department of Religions and Sects, Faculty of Islamic
«Da'wah in Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Egypt
E — mail: hanyfawzy.2013@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The research addresses the ancient, modern, and
contemporary intellectual influences on the suspicions
raised about the Prophetic Sunnah in our contemporary
era, Among the ancient intellectual influences is the stance
of the Khawarij, Shia, and Mu'tazila on the Sunnah of the
Prophet, The Khawarij denied many of the Prophet's
hadiths and rejected what the senior companions narrated
from the Messenger of Allah, Similarly, the Khawarij
criticized the senior companions, and the Shia did so on a
wider scale, recognizing only the narrations of Ahl al-Bayt
and excluding others, Their scholars recommended not
accepting the Prophetic hadith from Sunni scholars and
their narrators In the early second century AH, the Sunnah
was challenged by those who denied its authority, namely

the Mu'tazila, who prioritized reason over all texts and
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legislative sources, even if it was a Qur'anic text or a
Prophetic hadith, Their intellectual arrogance led them to
undermine the science of hadith and diminish its
significance and status, As a result of this disdain, they
rejected some established and widely-transmitted reports,
In the modern era, Orientalists have shown interest in
studying Islam and its sources, delving deep into Islamic
history and its events, They have focused on the old sects
like the Khawarij, Shia, and Mu'tazila, taking from their
books what serves their cause and selectively adopting
their views to support their methodologies and goals to
undermine Islam and the Prophetic Sunnah, They then
cloaked these views and ideas in the guise of scientific
research, which in turn influenced contemporary Western
research centers that issued some alarming reports and
developed destructive strategies to undermine the
Prophetic Sunnah, This had a significant impact on the
suspicions raised about the Prophetic Sunnah in our
contemporary era,This research comes as an analytical
study of these influences, explaining their roots, goals, and
effects, The research arrived at several conclusions, among

the most important of which are: the suspicions raised
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about the Prophetic Sunnah in our contemporary era are
not mere suspicions broadcast on television or written in
newspapers and books; rather, they are part of a strategy
with historical and intellectual roots, with specific methods,
approaches, and strategies, The research recommended the
necessity of preparing an Azharic encyclopedia to respond
to the suspicions raised about the Prophetic Sunnah,
characterized by the methodology of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif
and its balanced

approach in discussion and response.

Keywords: influences, intellectual, contemporary, suspicions,

Prophetic Sunnah.
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